2019 Religious Freedom and Expression Policy
Key points:







We believe in freedom of religion, and the attendant freedoms of expression, association,
and thought
We reject identity politics and enforcing acceptance of changeable, non-biological
characteristics like gender expression and sexual identity.
We believe all Australians should have the right to refuse to perform an act that would
violate their conscience.
We believe that religious freedom should be broadened rather than restricted
The foundation of a free society is the free exchange of ideas
We believe that the Bible provided the philosophical basis for Australia’s freedom of religion
and conscience

Australian Christians notes that in the 2016 Australian census seven in ten Australians identified with
a religion. Around 52% identified with the Christian religioni. We move that Australia broaden rather
than restricts religious freedom.
The Sex Discrimination Actii presently arbitrarily “protects” sexual orientationiii, gender identityiv and
marital or relationship status, even though none of these characteristics are provably genetic or
inherent,. We believe only race and gender should be protected characteristics, with exemptions as
presently outlined.
As many religions hold views about the moral status of these questions, exemptions have been
granted to religious organisations, a move which empowers the State to rule on the beliefs of
religions. We reject enjoining the State and The Church, in any such manner.
To grant true freedom for all Australians, a general religious exemption from provisions of the Sex
Discrimination Act should be modelled on the provision in the Defence Act for exemption from
military service:
(1) The following persons are exempt from service in the Defence Force in time of war…
(h) persons whose conscientious beliefs do not allow them to participate in war or warlike
operations;
(i) persons whose conscientious beliefs do not allow them to participate in a particular
war or particular warlike operations;v
We believe that Sections 37 and 38 of the Act should be replaced by a simple provision for
exemption from the Act for persons, natural or corporate, whose conscientious beliefs do not allow
them to comply with the Act, or with particular provisions of the Act.
The Government should not interfere with the ability of faith-based organisations or schools to
operate in accordance with their ethos. It is clearly set forth in international human rights that
parents must be able educate their children according to their preferred religious valuesvi.
Australian Christians believes that as Australians we have much to be thankful for when considering
our Christian heritage.

We believe that successive Federal, State and Local governments across Australia have a
responsibility to uphold the principles at the root of our national heritage that have served us so well
ensuring core freedoms for all; namely freedom of conscience, belief, speech and association.
Australian Christians supports the retention of Christian prayers at the outset of each daily
parliamentary session.
We also believe that governments have a duty to allow the Church to continue to preach and teach
according to their traditions.
Australian Christians rejects the discrimination or persecution of any person because of their
religious beliefs. Australia is a tolerant and hospitable home to people of other faith traditions
precisely because we uphold the Christian heritage and ideals of respect and religious freedom.
There is not a conflict between religious tolerance and our shared Christian heritage which is
founded upon the Golden Rule: do good to all. Australian Christians encourages cross-cultural
dialogue to work cooperatively in our society to address social needs and international humanitarian
crises.
We are appalled by the shameful incidents of church leaders who have been involved in or covered
up abuse in denominational institutions.
We support legislation which will increase accountability and transparency in all organizations
whether not-for profit, commercial, secular or faith based.
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